of relaring the fame.~—=The Fa¢t is, but fix of our Ships
engajed, Rhd but nine fired of the whele Fleet, during the
whole Epgagement : Our Officers, our Seamen, our Scldiers,
all agree, that Admiral Weft fought like a Lion, and de-
‘erves w Ship'of Gold; and what is verg remarkabl!? in Fa-
vour of Admiral Wef, thq' warmly attacked by 3 Freach
Ships at once, ong of themthe French Admiral, he fort but.
epe Man, and but cne wound=d; and forced the French
Admiral out of the Line: But before I relate the Account
of the Battle I received from a Geatleman 6n board the
Fleet, confirmed by feveral Orficers, who were oa board in
the Engagement, it is neceflary that you thould be acquainted
with the Number of Ships in each Squidroa, which you will
fce by the following Lift, which I have 2a Account of from
good Hands, viz.

Erghfs Fleet.  Ramillies, Adminral Byng, of go Guns;
Kingfton, Piercy, 60 ; Culladen, Ward, 74; Buckingham,
Admiral Wegt, 68 ; Lancaiter, Commodore Edgecombe, 66;
Captain, Catford, 90; Defiance, Anlrews [kiled] 64; Tri-
dent, Durell, 60; Revenge, Campbell, 60; Princeis Lou-
ifa, Noall [died cf bis Wourds] 60 ; lntrepid, Young, 60 ;
Deptford, Amburf, 3o; and the Portland, Beard, of so
Guns: Tie alsve are of the Lire. Chefterfield, Ward, of
42 Guns; Phenix, Hervey, 20; Experiment, Gillcreafe,
20; and the Dolphin, Scroop, of 20 Guns,

French Fleet. The Fury, of 80 Guns; Crown 94, Ter-
rible 74, Ball 74, Warrior 74, Lion 74, Cunning 70, Or-
pheus 64, Peafant 64, Wild 64, and the Appertona, of 64
QGuns: Tte abovearc of the Lire. Frigages, viz. The Ju-
nia, of 44 Guns, Rofa 46, Beacty 36, Tophima 30, and
the Nymph, of 26 Guns,

This is the exaét Liit of Ships of “both Sides, as good an
Egquality as Man could with for, nay if agreed on, they
could not be nearer match'd, allowing there was no Look-
e1s-on. The Account I received of the Aion, from the
Beginning to the End, wasfrom an Officer on board the
Fleet, and was as follows, i

‘¢ On the 19th of May we arrived off the Ifland of M-
norca, and prefented our Flcet to the Caftle of St. Philip.
Our Appearance off Mahon gave the General, and all in the
Caftle, fuch high Spirits, that they play’d on the French in
a moft furious Manner, heaving 3 Bombs, and firing 3 Can-
non, to 2 of the French, We faw the Attacks of the
¥rench and Caftle very plain, which feemed to make a glo-
rious Refitance. Towards Evening a Signal was made to
man and arm the Barges, in order to land the Forces; but
as focn revoked on account of the Signal from our headmoft
Ships, of the French Fleet appearing in Sight, under our
Lee, to the Southward of us. At this Time we took a
French Tartan, going off to reinforce the French Fleet, and
had jult Time enongh to feuttle and fink her, after taking
100 Prifoners out, was obliged, by fignal from the Admiral,
to give Chace, all in the Line of Battle ; but Night coming
on we loft fight of them, agd that Evening tacked. At
Daylight we faw them again, being at Windward of them,
and between them and the Iftand; and at 2 in the After-
noon, on the 20th of May, bore down, and forming per-
hazps as fine a Line as ever was feen; every Ship being to
Windward of the French Fleet, Admiral Byng hove the fig-
nal for a clofe Engagement, Accordingly the Defiance, and
-Admiral Weft's Squadron, engaged very warmly, he beating
the French Admiral, and four of his Ships, fairly out of the
Line, obliging them to bear before the Wind. During the
Engagement, which was warm two Hours and a Half, Ad.
miral Byng's Squadron lay by to Windward; and had it not
been for the Courage, Refolution and Condu@ ef our brave
Commanders who engaged, their Ships muft have funk, or
fallen into the Enemy’s Hands. Upon the whole all agreed,
that had Admiral Byng and his Ships engaged, we muft
have taken the whole Fleet. In the Evening both Fleets
parted,  Next Morning we {aw them again, and the follow-
ing Eveging. When the Engagement began, we were about
8 Leagues off pf the Iland, in fight of the fame, but never
faw it afterwards, but made the beft of our Way to Gibral-
tar. The Damage he fays each Ship fuftained agrees with
the former Part of my Letter. -Three Days after the En.
gagement, Admiral Byng difpatched his firft Licutesant in 2
Schooner Packet to Barcelona, and from thence by Land ro
London, with the Particulars of the Action, bat in fo fecret
a manner, that it was not known by any Captain of the
Fleet till the was departed,  You will be in fome Meafure
informed how our Affairs are here by thefs Accounts; I with
we may have better fuccefs in America. I left Admiral
Byng in Gibraltar with 16 fail of the Line on'the 212 In-
“ftant, and a 40 Gun fhip anchored as I came out ; the re-
maining ¢ fhips of Admiral Byng's Fleet are at Tetuan and
Malaga, 3 for Provifions, and 2 for Wine, and were hourly
looked for. Admiral Byng gave Orders for every fhip to be
ready to fail the 27th Inftant, intending again for Mahon,
and foldiers at Gibraltar were embarking on board his Fleet
for that Purpofe.”’ 4 ; :

By Capt. Orne, who arrived at Salem lat Monday Morn-
.ing in g5 Days from Cadiz, we have Advice, that Admirals
Byng and Weft remained at Gibraltar, until Admirals Hawke
and Saunders took the Command of the Fleet, who failed
from thence about the 24 of July, to fave Fort St. Philip, if
jt was not too latc: That the new Governor, {Tyrawley)
.was at Gibraltar: That the Spaniards had fent, of were 2-

. ;bout to fend, 60 large Brafs Cannon to OM Gibraltar, and
were muftering 2 Number of Regiments to fend. to fome un-
‘certain Place.  Some fay, if St. Philip's is taken, the French
and Spaniards defign for Gibraltar. Several of Byng's Men
got to Cadiz, and gave the foregoing Advice, and alfo that
the French Fleet lay off the Harbour, near St. Philip's, when
they 12& faw them. The h#t Advice Capt. Orne _briogs
from Mabon, is of the r2th of June., The Gavernor. of
‘Gibraltar fent a floop of War, (with a very great Reward
%o the Captain) to get a Letter to the Govérnor of the Fort
of St. Philip’s ; which the Captain took the facrameat he
would deliver, Life excepted. He failed from Gibraltar a-
_bout the Middle of June, Byng and Weft are faid to be
gone home, Said Letter was to advife the Governor to hold
‘sat, and that there was a large Fleet, with every Thing ne-
‘eefTary for their Relief, i coming. g

September 13, Wednelday laft Capt.-Baker arrived here
from Cadiz, which Place be left the fame .Time .with
.Capt. Glover, (meationed in our laft) who is full in_itj-that
Fort St. Philip’s was not taken the 29th of June ;. he has

- given us 22 Extra@ from hir Journal, Which is as follews |

-

~r

uly 4, I wasin Carthagena, and thit Day anived a Cata-
on Veflel, the mafter of which.depofed upon Oath, that he
paffed clofc by Afinorca the 2g9th of Jure, and then faw
Britith colours at Fort St. Philip.  July 10, I met Admiral
Hawke's fqladron about eight Leagues above Gibraltar,
upon a Wind, it being then Bafterly, and counted 30 fail.—
Tbat the Evening of the 32ththe Winds came to the Weft-
ward, and continued fo until the 24th of July.——That
Meficurs Butley: and Matthews at Cadiz had'received cer-
tain Accounts from Gibraltar, dated July 22, ‘and then had
no Agcounts of Minorca being taken ; on the contrary,
Geaceral Blakeney was well, and in high fpirits.

ADMIRALTY-OFEICE, June_ 26,
Extraft of a I‘":;ﬁu‘ dmiral Byng to My, Cleveland,
Sccretary of the ralty.  Dated cn &sard tke Rariillies,
off Mincres, May 25, 1746.
I HAVE the Pleafure to defire that you will acquaint their
Lordthips, that having failed from Gibraltar the 8th,
1 got off Mahon the 1gth, having been joined by his Ma-
jefty's Ship Phenix oft ‘Majorca two Days before, when the
Enemy’s Fleet appeared to the S. E. Falling little Wind, it
was Five before 1 coul form my Line, and diftinguifh any
of the Enemy’s Motions, 2nd not at all judge of their Force
more than by their Numbers, which were feventeen, and
thirteen of thofe appeared large. They at firft food towards
us in a regular Line, and tacked about Seven, which I
judged was to endeavour to gain the Wind of us in the
Night, fo that, being late, I tacked, in order to keep the
Weather Gage of them, as well as to thake fure of the
Land Wind. In the Morning, being very hazy, and not
above five Leagues off Cape Mols, we tacked off towards
the Enemy at Eleven, and at Day-Light had no Sight. of
them ; but two Tartans, with the'French private Signal,
being clofe in with the Rear of our Fleet, I fent the Princefs
Lovifa to chafe one, and made the Signal for the Rear Ad-
miral, who was nearet the other, to fend Ships to chale
ber. The Princefs Louifa, Defiance, and Captain, became
at a great Diftance, but the Defiance took her's, which had
two Captains, two Lieutenants, One hundred and two pri-
rvate Soldiers, who were fent out the Day before with Six
hundred Men, on board Tartans, to reinforce the French
Fleet, on our then appearing off the Place. The Phenix
(on Capt. Hervey's Offer) prepared to ferve as a Fire Ship,
but without damaging her asa Frigate till the Signal was
made to prime, when fhe was then to fcuttle her Decks, e-
very Thing elfe being prepared at the Time and Place allow-
ed of. The Enemy now began to appear from the Maft-
head : T called in" the Cruizers, and when they had joined
me, I tacked towards the Enemy, and form'd the Line a-
he:\'ji 5 I found the French were preparing theirs to Leeward,
having unfuccefsfully endeavoured to weather me : They
were twelve large Ships of the Line, and five Frigates.
As foon as I judged the Rear of ours was the Length of
their Van, we tacked altogether, and I immediately made
the Signal” for the Ships that led to Jead large, and for the
Depticrd to quit the Line, that ours might become equal in
Number with theirs. At Two I made the Signal to engage,
as I found it was the faret Method of ordering every Ship
to clofe down on the one that fell to their Lot. And here
I muft exprefs my great Satisfaction at the very gallant Man-
ner in which the Rear Admiral fet the Van the Example,
bx inftantly bearing down on the Ships he was to engage,
with his Second, and who occafionzd one of the French
Ships to begin the Engagement, which they did by raking
ours as they went down, [ bore right down on the Ship
that lay oppofite to me, and began to engage him, after hav-
ing reccived their Fire fot fome Time on going down. The
Intrepid, in the Beginning, had his Foretopmaft fhot away,
and as that hang on bis Forefail and backed it, he had no
Command of his Ship, bis Foretack, and all his Braces being
cut at the fame Time, fo that he drove oa the next Ship to
him, and obliged that, and the Ships a-head of me, to
throw all a-back : This obliged me-to do fo alfo for fome
Minutes, to avoid their falling all on board me, though aot
before we had drove pur Adverfary out of the Line,. ;E:, ut
before thie Wind, and hag feveral Shot fired at him from his
own Admiral. Tbis not only caufed the Enemy's Center to
be vnattacked, but'left the: Rear Admiral's Divificn rather
uncover'd for fome ‘very little Time. - ¥ fent and called to
the Ships a-head of me, to make fail on and go down on the
Enemy, and crdered the Chefterfield to Jay by the Intrepid,
and tke Deptford to fupply the Intrepid’s Place, I found
the Enemy edged away conftantly ; and as they went three
Fect to our one, they would never permit our clofing with
them, but take the Advantage of deftroying our,Rigging ;
for tho' I clofed the Rear Admiral fag, yet I found I conld
oot again clofe the Enemy, whofe Van were
from their Line, but their Admiral was joining them by
bearing away. By this Time it was paft Six, and the Ene-
my’s Van and ours were at too great a Diftance to‘engage ;
T perceived fome of their Ships firetching to the Northward,
and 1 imagined they were going to form a pew Line. I
made the Signal for the beadmog Ships to tack, and thofe
that led before with the Larboard Tacks, to lead with the,
farbqard, that I might, by the fir®, keep (if pofible) the!
Wind of the Enemy 5 and, by the fecond,
Rear Admiral's Divifion and the Enemy, as his bad fuffer'd
_moft, as alfo to cover the Intrepld, which Iiperceived to be
in a very bad Condition, and whofe Lofs would give the Bal-
lance againgt us, if they attack’d us the next Morning, as I
expeted. I brought to iboot Eight that Night, to join the
Intrepid, and to refit our Ships as faft as poflible, and conti-
nued fo all Night.  The gext Morning we_faw nothing of
the Epemy, tho'.we were ftill laying ta: Mahon was N.N.'
" W. about Ten or, Eleven Leagues.™ I fent Cruizers out to
look for the Intrepid and Chefterfield, whio joined me next
‘Day and having, from a State and Condition of the Squa-
dron _brought me .in, found thit the Captzin, Intrepid,
-and Defiance (which latter has Joft her Captain) were iy
much damaged in their Mafts, I thought it proper, in this
Situation, to call a Council- of War, before I weat again
look for the Enemy. I defired the Attendance of Genenl
Stuart, Lord Efingham, and Lord Rcbert Bertie, and Colo-
-nel Cornwallis, that I might colleft their Opinidns upon the
-prefent fitnation, st which Council not the Jeatt Coatantion
_or Doubt arofe. I.do.not fend theig Lordthips, the Pasticu:
1at¥ Of Gur Loffes” and Darhage by tKist af it would: takd in¢
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